
circumlocution (sûr′ kəm lō kyū′shən) noun

• Definition: The use of 
unnecessarily wordy, 
indirect language 
Word Parts: circ = around    locu = talk or speak

• Sentence: People who 
use circumlocution
may think they 
appear smart, but 
they really just 
sound ridiculous. 

Do you have the audacity to doubt my 
veracity and to insinuate that I prevaricate 
when I am as pure and undefiled as the 
icicles that hang from a church steeple?
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